Locum tenens--a concept it is time for dentistry to embrace.
As shown by success in other health professions, dentists can effectively stand in for other dentists who need to be absent from their offices for reasons of health, family matters, education, and many similar reasons. Locum Tenens agencies can facilitate such temporary substitutions and are especially valuable in maintaining productive use of fixed overhead. Examples of situations where a Locum Tenens arrangement may be beneficial include practice transitions necessitated by health problems, educational opportunities, temporary leaves due to pregnancy or other family matters, wellness interventions, and management of dentist shortage areas.